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The Social Sciences degree is a multidisciplinary 
program of study which is designed to satisfy diverse 
needs and interests of students. The following three 
major tracks are available in this program:
1. International Relations
2. Development Studies
3. Anthropology
The Social Sciences program is designed to produce 
highly motivated graduates who have broad-based 
knowledge, global awareness, positive attitudes, 
humanistic outlook, and adequate skills. Graduates 
with these qualities would be able to make decisions in 
life and apply their social sciences knowledge to make 
this world a better place.
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Intermediate examination or its 
equivalent with the minimum of 
50% marks in any discipline 

Bachelor of Social Sciences (BSS)
Department of Humanities & Social Sciences

 Learning outcome of the Degree Program

 

 

 
 

Available Specializations
International Relations, Development 
Studies and Anthropology

 

Programme Timing
Morning

Campuses

 
Regular Program Duration

Islamabad

4 Years
8 Semesters

 Entry Requirements Objectives of the Degree Program
Valuable contribution to nation building through quality education. To 
enable the students in implementing social science knowledge to 
various practical fields that they wish to enter into. 

Broad based knowledge, global awareness, positive attitude, 
humanistic outlook and adequate skills. 

Bahria University offers a multi-disciplinary Social Sciences degree 
which allows the students to not only study the courses within their 
domain but also the vast courses that Social Sciences umbrella has to 
offer.
The degree programme focuses primarily on the communication skills 
of the students for which BU has a state of the art Communication Lab 
and the teachers available. The programme also helps the students to 
acquaint with professionals and scholars from their respective field by 
calling esteemed guests over the course of the semester. 

List of core courses
International Relations
Theories of International Relations
International Relations since 1945    
International Organizations                                       
International Law                                                       
Theories of Globalization                                           
Foreign Policy of Pakistan                              
Global Political Economy                               
Diplomacy                                                                                                                                                          

Development Studies
Introduction to Microeconomics
Introduction to Macroeconomics
Theories of Development: contending Perspectives
Philosophy of Social Sciences
Qualitative Research Methods
Statistical Analysis of Social Data
Rural Development: issues and Challenges
Poverty Alleviation; contending Approaches
Religion And Development
Tourism And Development 

Why choose BU for the stated Degree Program

What will student study in this program?

DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.
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Structure of the BSS Course Work (Road Map)

Semester 1

Semester 2

Semester 3

List of core courses
International Relations
Theories of International Relations
International Relations since 1945    
International Organizations                                       
International Law                                                       
Theories of Globalization                                           
Foreign Policy of Pakistan                              
Global Political Economy                               
Diplomacy                                                                                                                                                          

Development Studies
Introduction to Microeconomics
Introduction to Macroeconomics
Theories of Development: contending Perspectives
Philosophy of Social Sciences
Qualitative Research Methods
Statistical Analysis of Social Data
Rural Development: issues and Challenges
Poverty Alleviation; contending Approaches
Religion And Development
Tourism And Development 

DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

 

ENG 103 English I 3  
PAK 101 Pakistan Studies  2  
BES 101 Introduction to Computers 3  
One general course   3  
One general course   3  
One general course  3  

 

Course Code Course Title Credit Hours Pre-Requisite 

ENG 104 English II 3 English I 
ENV 110 Introduction to Environmental Sciences 3  
BES 106 Research Methodology  3  
One general course   3  
One general course   3  
One general course  3  

 

Course Code Course Title Credit Hours Pre-Requisite 

Course Code Course Title  Credit 
Hours 

Pre-Requisite  

ENG 105 Oral Communication  3 English II 
MAT 105 Mathematics  3  
ISL 101 Islamic Studies  2  
BES 103  Cri�cal Thinking 3  
One general course   3  
One general course  3  

 

Course Code Course Title Credit Hours Pre-Requisite 

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.
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DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

Declare Your Major
Major in Development Studies 

Course Code Course Title  Credit 
Hours 

Pre-Requisite  

DST 301 Introduction to Microeconomics 3  
DST 310 Poverty Allevia�on: Contending Approaches  3  
DST 303 Theories of Development: Contending 

Perspectives 
3  

DST 400  Philosophy of Social Sciences  3  
DST 401 Qualitative Research Methods  3  
DST 312 Rural Development: Issues & Challenges  3  

 

Course Code Course Title 
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DST 302 Introduction to Macroeconomics 3 Introduc�on to 
Microeconomics 

DST 401 Sta�s�cal Analysis of Social Data  3  
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Elective 3  3  
Elective 4  3  
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Elective 1  3  

Elective 2  3  
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Course Code Course Title 
Credit
Hours Pre-Requisite 

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.



Semester 7

Semester 8

Note: RES 300, RES 400 and RES 500 are for Research Students Only.

05

Bachelor of Social Sciences (BSS)
Department of Humanities & Social Sciences

DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

Possible time for 2-months Internship in the summers.
Declare Your Specialization
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Course Code Course Title 
Credit
Hours Pre-Requisite 

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.



Semester 4

Semester 5

Semester 6 

DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.
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Course Code Course Title  Credit 
Hours 

Pre-Requisite  

IRS 301 Theories of Interna�onal Rela�ons  3  
IRS 307 Interna�onal Relations Since 1945 3  
IRS 308 Interna�onal Organiza�ons  3  
IRS 309 Interna�onal Law 3  
IRS 403 Theories of Globaliza�on  3  
IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan  3  

Course Code Course Title 
Credit
Hours Pre-Requisite 

Course Code Course Title  Credit 
Hours 

Pre-Requisite  

IRS 303 Global Political Economy 3  

IRS 314 Diplomacy  3  
Elective 1  3  
Elective 2  3  
Elective 3  3  
Elective 4  3  

Course Code Course Title 
Credit
Hours Pre-Requisite 

Course Code Course Title  Credit 
Hours 

Pre-Requisite  

Elective 1  3  

Elective 2  3  
Elective 3  3  
Elective 4  3  
Elective 5  3  
Elective 6  3  

Course Code Course Title 
Credit
Hours Pre-Requisite 

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.
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Declare Your Specialization

DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

Course Code Course Title  Credit 
Hours 

Pre-Requisite  

Elective 1  3  

Elective 2  3  
Specializa�on 1   3  
Specializa�on 2  3  
RES 300 Review of Literature & Research Proposal  1  
RES 400 Data Collection & Seminars  3  

Course Code Course Title 
Credit
Hours Pre-Requisite 

Course Code Course Title  Credit 
Hours 

Pre-Requisite  

Elective 1  3  

Elective 2  3  
Specializa�on 1   3  
Specializa�on 2  3  
RES 300 Review of Literature & Research Proposal  1  
RES 400 Data Collection & Seminars  3  

Course Code Course Title 
Credit
Hours Pre-Requisite 

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.
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Majors in Anthropology

Semester 4

Semester 5

Semester 6

Course Code Course Title  Credit 
Hours 

Pre-Requisite  

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories  3  
ANT 110 Applied Anthropology  3  
ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals  3  
ANT 204 Environmental Anthropology  3  
ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization  3  
ANT 206 Urban Anthropology   3  

Course Code Course Title 
Credit
Hours Pre-Requisite 

Course Code Course Title  Credit 
Hours 

Pre-Requisite  

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology  3  

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan  3  
ANT 201 Economic Anthropology  3  
Elective 1  3  
Elective 2  3  
Elective 3  3  

Course Code Course Title 
Credit
Hours Pre-Requisite 

Course Code Course Title  Credit 
Hours 

Pre-Requisite  

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods  3  

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change  3  
ANT 203 Medical Anthropology  3  
ANT 209 Anthropology of Development  3  
Elective 1  3  
Elective 2  3  

Course Code Course Title 
Credit
Hours Pre-Requisite 

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.
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DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

Majors in Anthropology

Semester 7 

Semester 8 

Note: Research Compulsory for Students of Anthropology

Course Code Course Title  Credit 
Hours 

Pre-Requisite  

ANT 107 Linguis�c Anthropology  3  

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organiza�on  3  
ANT  106 Archeological Anthropology  3  
Elective 1  3  
RES 300 Review of Literature & Research Proposal  2  
RES 400 Data Collection & Seminars  2  

Course Code Course Title 
Credit
Hours Pre-Requisite 

Course Code Course Title  Credit 
Hours 

Pre-Requisite  

ANT 205 Poli�cal Anthropology  3  

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research 3  
Elective 1  3  
Elective 2  3  
RES 500 Research Paper, Wri�ng & Defense 2 Data Collec�on & 

Seminars 

Course Code Course Title 
Credit
Hours Pre-Requisite 

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.



Majors in Development Studies (Course Description)

Foundation Courses
DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.
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HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.
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DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.
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HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.
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HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.
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HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.
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HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

16

Bachelor of Social Sciences (BSS)
Department of Humanities & Social Sciences

 

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.
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HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.
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HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.
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HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.
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HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.
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DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.
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HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.
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 Entry Requirements Program Description
Department of Humanities’ BS English Program is a 04 Years Degree 
Program that will cover core areas of linguistics, literature and English 
language. In addition, the program will help the students to connect 
their knowledge of English language, linguistics and literature with 
other areas of social sciences such as psychology, Islamic studies, 
philosophy, Pakistan studies, international relations, communication, 
business studies, etc. to bring innovation in their
educational and professional life thereby making them confident, 
independent, innovative and
research-oriented.

Reading skills, writing skills & process, sense of genre, culture and 
history, critical approaches, Research skills, Oral Communication Skills, 
Valuing Literature & Linguistics

• Display substantial proficiency in oral and written English
• Demonstrate knowledge of the core linguistic and literary 

concepts and their various applications
• Use critical concepts and terminology, both in Literature and 

Linguistics, with understanding
• Express the ability to respond to and interpret a range of text 

types effectively
• Trace and recognize the major traditions in research on selected 

issues/themes
• Conduct a small-scale research study in an area of interest
• Enhance their employability in various fields, such as media, 

communication, teaching, C.S.S. and other relevant fields.

• A full time professional English Literature & Linguistics faculty 
available.

• A unique opportunity to seek positions in national and multi- 
national companies.

• The Faculty of English at BUKC is committed to providing 
excellence in English at various levels through innovative 
instructional techniques and  research.

• Leads in innovative and newer approaches to language teaching 
in Pakistan

• Quality instructional methods ensure employability in Pakistan 
and continuing higher education overseas.

• State of the art facilities are the hallmarks of all our programs.

Objectives of the Degree Program

Learning Outcome of the Degree Program

Why Choose Bahria for the stated Degree Program?

After completion of the BS English (four-year program), the 
learners will be able to:



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.
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Roadmap of BS English 
1st Semester 

S.NO Codes Course Type CH 

1 ENG 105 Functional English  Core 3 

2 PAK-100    Pakistan Studies Core 2 

3 ENG-108   Introduction to Literature-1(Drama & Poetry) Core 3 

4 ENG-109   Introduction to Linguistics Core 3 

5 HSS 102 Introduction to Philosophy Core 3 

6 HSS-107 Introduction to Psychology Core 3 

 

2nd Semester 

S.NO Codes Course Type CH 

1 ENG 120 English Writing Skills(English-II) Core 3 

2 ISL-100    Islamic Studies Core 2 

3 HSS-111 Introduction to International Relations  Core 3 

4 ENG-110     History of English Literature-1(Medieval to Romantics) Core 3 

5 MAT-105 Mathematics  Core 3 

6 ENG-112 Phonetics and Phonology  Core 3 

 



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.
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Department of BS ENGLISH (Literature & Linguistics)

 

 

3rd Semester 

S.NO Codes Course Type CH 

1 ENG 201 Oral Communication& Presentation Skills3 (English-III) Core 3 

2 ENG-202 Morphology and syntax-1  Core 3 

3 ENG-203    Introduction to Literature-2 (novel & prose) Core 3 

4 BES-204 Introduction to Computer Application Core 3 

5 ECO-205 Economics  Core 3 

6 MGT-206 Entrepreneurship    Core 3 

 

4th Semester 

S.NO Codes Course Type CH 

1 ENG 207 Advance Academic reading &writing skills  lEnglish-III) Core 3 

2 DST-249   Human rights & citizenship Core 3 

3 ANT-230                                    Gender Studies Core 3 

4 ENG-210                                    Semantics  Core 3 

5 ENG-211                                    History of English Literature-2 Core 3 

6 QTM-212                                   Introduction to statistics  Core 3 

 



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.
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DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.
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DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.

BS ENGLISH COURSE DESCRIPTION
Functional English
To enable the students to:

To understand and use English to express ideas and opinions 
related to students’ real life experiences inside and outside 
the classroom. 

To give reasons (substantiating) justifying their view

To understand and use signal markers

To extract information and make notes from lectures

To ask and answer relevant questions to seek information, 
clarification etc

Identify main idea/topic sentences

Find specific information quickly

Introduction to Literature (1)

The course shall give the students a basic understanding 
of Literature. Among other things, the course shall enable 
students to comprehend literary texts
Comprehend issues in British Literature in relation to 
authors, historical periods, major and minor figures, 
themes, genres or critical theories 
Comprehend issues in American Literature in relation to 
authors, historical periods, major and minorfigures, 
themes, genres or critical theories
Analyze ideas related to literature,Apply critical or 
theoretical approaches to literature
Summarize, analyze, and interpret literary texts
Synthesize ideas associated with British authors in 
relation to historical periods, major and minor figures, 
genres or critical theories
Synthesize ideas associated with American authors in 
relation to historical periods, major and minor figures, 
genres or critical theories

Bachelor of Humanities & Social Sciences
Department of BS ENGLISH (Literature & Linguistics)

Electives for literature
Course Code                                Course Title                                 CH
ENG-515                                             Western Literature                                    3
ENG-516                                             World Literature                                         3
ENG-517                                             Feminist Literature                                    3
ENG-518                                             Comparative Studies                                  3

Electives for Linguistics
Course Code                                 Course title                                     CH  

ENG-520                                            English for Specific Purposes                       3
ENG-521                                             Translational Studies                                    3
ENG-522                                             English Language Teaching                          3
ENG-523                                             Media Discourse Analysis                              3
      
 Total: 133 Credit Hours
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DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.

Pakistan Studies
By the end of the course, students shall be able to
To understand the history of the region comprising Pakistan 
 To understand the contending perspectives on the origins of 
the country, and examine its politics, society and culture. 
Look at some contemporary developmental issues facing the 
country.

Introduction to Literature 
The course shall give the students a basic understanding of 
Literature. Among other things, the course shall enable 
students to comprehend literary texts
Comprehend issues in British Literature in relation to authors, 
historical periods, major and minor figures, themes, genres or 
critical theories 
Comprehend issues in American Literature in relation to 
authors, historical periods, major and minor figures, themes, 
genres or critical theories
Analyze ideas related to literature
Apply critical or theoretical approaches to literature
Summarize, analyze, and interpret literary texts
Synthesize ideas associated with British authors in relation to 
historical periods, major and minor figures, genres or critical 
theories
Synthesize ideas associated with American authors in relation 
to historical periods, major and minor figures, genres or 
critical theories

Introduction to Linguistics
Introduce students to the basic concepts of language
Get them familiarized with the core components of linguistics 
like phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, discourse and 
pragmatics through this course

Introduction to Philosophy
Enable students to analyze closely and critically, to 
question thoroughly, and to write and think rigorously.
Philosophy helps a Student in 
Skill development
Personal development
Philosophy courses provide more than just knowledge of 
the world; they give a deep understanding of how the 
world works, even how it should work.

Introduction to Psychology
This program aimed at inculcating theoretical concepts of 
this emerging field of Psychology while providing an 
exposure to its real-world application.
It will enable students to understand the psychological 
factors of various issues and aspects prevailing in the 
society. 
Also, this program will be a baseline for many who want to 
pursue higher studies in the field of psychology from any 
recognized university in the world.
The students will be given an opportunity to explore 
different fields of psychology like cognitive psychology, 
child and adolescent psychology, child development, 
social psychology, cross-cultural psychology and many 
more.

English Writing Skills (English-II)

To enable the students to:
 Write effective and coherent paragraphs
Comprehend the overall and internal organization of an 
academic essay
Write an effective thesis statement
 Use pre-writing strategies to plan writing
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DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.

Generate ideas from sources to develop content
•  Develop coherent content and support with relevant 
details
• Write a 4-5 paragraph expository/take-a-stand 
academic essay
Give critical peer feedback
 Use peer and teacher feedback to edit writing
 Build academic vocabulary
Use a variety of accurate sentence structures
 Use grammatical structures accurately
Utilize digital literacy tools to develop writing and grammar 
skills
Reflect on and evaluate learning and performance, and set 
goals for progress
Reflect on and evaluate learning and performance, and set 
goals for progress

Islamic Studies
• To provide Basic information about Islamic Studies 
• To enhance understanding of the students regarding 
Islamic Civilization 
• To improve Students skill to perform prayers and 
other worships 
 To enhance the skill of the students for understanding of 
issues related to faith and religious life.

Introduction to International Relations
This course contributes to the following Program Learning 
Outcomes
Students will accurately identify the major theories and 
dominant paradigms used in the study of international 
relations and foreign policy analysis including 
realism/neo-realism, liberalism/neo-liberalism, 
globalist/Marxist, and postmodernism/post-structuralism.
Students will identify the major actors in the international 

system on the macro, mezzo, and micro levels of analysis 
and their function and interaction in interstate relations.
Students will identify and describe the major processes in 
the international system including globalization, 
integration, and the causes of conflict.

History of English Literature 
The course will:
Engage students with a wide variety of approaches to 
literature and cultural history.
Students will have the opportunity to explore literary 
theory
Enable students to become critical thinkers, and literary 
experts

Mathematics
By the end of the course, students shall be able to
 Use mathematical models to solve practical problem.
Read mathematics with understanding and communicate 
mathematical ideas with clarity and coherence.
Perform standard mathematical computations with 
accuracy.
Use technology to solve mathematical problems.

Phonetics and Phonology
      In the end of the course students should be able to,
Know the basic sounds and classify the English vowels 
and consonants.
Learn contemporary standard English accents
compare and contrast the phonological systems of 
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DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.
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Department of BS ENGLISH (Literature & Linguistics)

standard English with other languages like Urdu
Explain progresses typical of connected speech (assimilation, 
elision, liaison, reduction, insertion, etc.) and guess their 
manifestation in English;
Transcribe phonemically spoken/written texts in a Standard 
English accent.

Oral Communication & Pre. Skills, (English-III)
Learn and practice the skill of Interpersonal communication
Practice and learn how people create and manage their 
relationships
Focus on the presentation skills, verbal and non verbal 
communication
Interviewing skills
Leadership skills
To develop cognitive tools for researching, evaluating, 
analyzing and synthesizing written and oral communication.
To learn the basic principles of speech presentation and 
delivery including, but not limited to; audience analysis, 
selection of topic/content, research, and presentation.

Morphology &Syntax [I]
Be familiar with word- formation processes, categories, 
functions and principal structures of English Morphology and 
Syntax. 
 Recognize and analyze English word structure, phrase 
structure and sentence structure in terms of categories and 
functions 
Use the appropriate terminology in morphological and 
syntactic description. 
Display analytical skills in describing words and sentences 
categorically and functionally. 
Analyze English morphemes and sentences and apply their 
knowledge in the productive skills; writing and speaking.

Introduction to Literature (2)
The course shall give the students a basic understanding 
of Literature. Among other things, the course shall enable 
students to comprehend literary texts
Comprehend issues in British Literature in relation to 
authors, historical periods, major and minor figures, 
themes, genres or critical theories 
Comprehend issues in American Literature in relation to 
authors, historical periods, major and minor figures, 
themes, genres or critical theories
Analyze ideas related to literature
Apply critical or theoretical approaches to literature
Summarize, analyze, and interpret literary texts
Synthesize ideas associated with British authors in 
relation to historical periods, major and minor figures, 
genres or critical theories
Synthesize ideas associated with American authors in 
relation to historical periods, major and minor figures, 
genres or critical theories
Introduction to Computer Applications
Upon successful completion of the program, students 
should have the skills to:
Work effectively with a range of current, standard, Office 
Productivity software applications.
Evaluate, select and use office productivity software 
appropriate to a given situation.
Apply basic adult learning and assessment principles in 
the design, development, and presentation of material 
produced by office productivity applications.
Demonstrate employability skills and a commitment to 
professionalism.
Operate a variety of advanced spreadsheet, operating 
system and word processing functions.
Solve a range of problems using office productivity 
applications, and adapt quickly to new software releases.



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.
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Maintain quality assurance through critically evaluating 
procedures and results

Economics
The course is designed for the beginners with either no formal 
background or very little acquaintance with economics. 
The objective is to give the students with a clear understanding 
of the basic concepts, tools of analysis and terminologies used 
in microeconomics. 
Emphasis will be on the use of graphs, diagrams and numerical 
tables/schedules for exposition.
Entrepreneurship
The basic objectives of EDP are to:
Develop and strengthen entrepreneurial quality, i.e., motivation 
or need for achievement.
To analyze environmental set up relating to small industry and 
promoting it.
Removing unemployment
Enhancing industrial development
Developing industrially backward region.
Select project/product.
Formulate the project.
Understand the process and procedure involved in setting up 
small units
Know the sources of help and support available for starting a 
small-scale industry.
Acquire necessary managerial skill required to run the industrial 
unit.
Know the pros and cons of being an entrepreneur.
Helping the person to understand environmental changes and 
opportunities.
Acquaint and appreciate the needed social responsibility / 
entrepreneurial discipline.

Advanced Academic Reading& Writing skills
To enable the students to:
Plan and edit their writing
Identify different genres in academic writing
Apply academic writing style, organization, grammar,  
mechanics, and citation format
Develop general and discipline-specific academic 
vocabulary
Read academic writing rhetorically to bring further 
knowledge to their writing and research

Human Rights and Citizenship
Upon successful completion of this course, the student 
will be able :
To provide specialized training in ethics, politics and 
philosophy of law, giving students the skills to understand 
and to take decisions regarding human rights and 
democratic policies, problems related to coexistence in 
today's multicultural contexts, subjectivity and identity, 
and the dilemmas encountered in bioethics and 
biopolitics.
The need to gain greater insight into the major problems 
of coexistence and social and political organization in the 
contemporary world from an academic viewpoint
The applicability of this research to the life of institutions 
and associations active in this area in Western countries 
today, and the benefits to be gained from training 
students to enter professional practice and, particularly, 
to work in academia. 
To train students to carry out placements or pursue 
training to become educators.
Gender Studies
To create awareness and to develop communities where 
both men and women can live and work in mutual respect, 
peace and harmony
To create awareness among men and women regarding 



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.
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their social, economic, political and legal rights.
Participants of this program will be able to learn the application 
of Gender Studies and Feminist analyses of existing structures 
and traditional historical, social and cultural clichés and will be 
trained to analyze the variety of ways in which systems of 
dominance function and have evolved over time, including 
patriarchy, sexism, racism etc. 
This program aims to enable participants to think critically 
about gender roles that shape the personal, social, domestic, 
religious, political and economic worlds

Semantics
Introduce students to the basic concepts of semantics.
Help students to conceptualize the relationship between words 
and their meaning.
To understand and learn why meaning is more complex than 
simply the words formed in a sentence.
History of English Literature (2)
The course will:
Engage students with a wide variety of approaches to literature 
and cultural history.
Students will have the opportunity to explore literary theory
Enable students to become critical thinkers, and literary experts

Introduction to Statistics
The course shall give the students a basic understanding of 
Statistics. Among other things, the course shall enable the 
students to 
Recognize and apply some common probability distributions, 
and assess if underlying assumptions for the distribution seem 
reasonable.
Be able to perform basic statistical calculations and graphical 
analyses.
Analyze research questions based on statistical data, draw 

relevant conclusions, and be familiar with the limitations of 
particular statistical methods.
Be able to discuss and reflect upon ethical topics relevant to 
statistical methods.

Visionary Discourse 
This course will:
Enable students to have clear ideas about what should 
happen or be done in the future.  
Help students having a powerful imagination.
Be able or likely to see visions
Literary Criticism
The course is intended to raise a question: why and how to 
understandliterature through criticism?
Comparatively on wider perspective, student may ask
Why to study “English” literature or literatures in “English?
“Principles of Literary Criticism” will focus much on the 
poetic anddramatic forms to highlight some significant 
trends and conceptsaround “poetry”, “imagination” and 
“tradition”.
Students will learn the importance of critical thinking in 
studying and interpreting literary texts
Morphology & Syntax[II]
Be familiar with word- formation processes, categories, 
functions and principal structures of English Morphology 
and Syntax. 
Recognize and analyze English word structure, phrase 
structure and sentence structure in terms of categories and 
functions 
Use the appropriate terminology in morphological and 
syntactic description. 
Display analytical skills in describing words and sentences 
categorically and functionally. 
Analyze English morphemes and sentences and apply their 
knowledge in the productive skills; writing and speaking.



DST 301 Introduction of Microeconomics
The Study of demand and supply, consumer behavior, firm behavior, analysis 
of cost, market structure, general equilibrium, economic role of government, 
theory of production are the major issues discussed in class.

DST 302 Introduction to Macro-Economics
Introduction to major macroeconomic concepts, saving and investments, 
aggregate demand, national income, unemployment, banking system, 
inflation, trade balance, business cycles, economic policies constitute the 
focus of the course.

DST 303 Theories of Development Contending Perspectives
The course will introduce students to contending theories of development; 
liberal and radical approaches to development; emphasis will be on the 
relationship of economic growth and technological progress on the one hand 
and culture, social structure, environment, gender, and political factors on 
the other.

HSS 400 Philosophy of Social Sciences
This course starts with familiarizing students with the theory and process of 
knowledge production and addresses the issues of epistemology, ontology, 
types of logic utilized in social sciences to include logic in use, re-structured 
logic, inductive and deductive logic etc. This is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the three major epistemological schools used in social sciences 
namely positivism, interpretivism and critical realism. From here the 
instructor would go on to discuss the domain of concepts, conceptual 
classifications, laws, experiments, explanations and models as used in social 
sciences. The course will end with a discussion of theory, its structure, 
dimensions and functions in the social science research and practice.

HSS 401 Statistical Analysis of Social Data
The course starts with a substantive look at descriptive statistics. Here it 
looks into the concepts of frequency, mean, median, mode, standard 
deviations etc. and moves into a discussion of inferential statistics. It goes on 
to look into the issue of measurement in social sciences and discusses 
various types of measurement scales used in social science research to 
include nominal, ratio, interval, licker scales etc. The course then goes on to 
discuss the issues of replicability, reliability and validity in social science 
research. The analysis of variance, regression models, SPSS, application of 
statistical tools to social data are then dealt with.

HSS 402 Qualitative Research Methods
This course aims at giving students an in-depth insight into the 
philosophy underlying qualitative research. It starts with a discussion 
of interpretivism and constructionism and then goes into a detailed 
discussion of different types of research designs used in qualitative 
research to include different forms of experimental research designs, 
retrospective-prospective research designs etc. This is followed by a 
discussion of different research methods used in qualitative research 
like interview guides, schedules, focus groups, RRR techniques, 
projective techniques, participant observation, semantic meaning 
networks, life-history interviews. The instructor then goes into a 
discussion of different modes of qualitative analysis to include content 
analysis, case study analysis, discourse analysis. Students are also 
taught to use different computer software available for thematic 
analysis of qualitative data like Easy Text and Ethnography.

DST 310  Poverty Alleviation: Contending Approaches
This course aims at studying the phenomenon of poverty in 
less-developed societies; Issues of interest in the course include 
comparing the phenomenon as it exists in different LDCs, to see fiscal 
as well as intellectual and cultural poverty in LDCs and the articulation 
of all three with each other. The course also looks in detail at 
competing theoretical approaches to alleviate poverty in the world; 
case studies; success and failure of strategies aimed at reducing 
poverty in the world and the role of NGOs, INGOs and international 
financial institutions in the process of poverty reduction are focused 
upon.

DST 312             Rural Development: Issues and Challenges 
This course looks at the phenomenon of rural development from a 
historical, structural and predictive perspective. It starts with the 
discussion of the mainstream theories of development and goes on to 
critique the same. The critique done comes from, the radical political 
economy perspective as well as the anthropology of development 
perspective. The course then goes on to discuss case studies from 
South Asia and Latin America to bring out the catalysts as well as 
hindrances to rural development in these milieus. The course ends with 
a discussion of emerging and potential developmental trends in South 
Asia, East Asia and Latin America.
Electives Courses

DST 308 Sociology of Development
The study of the relationship between social factors and development; 
the emphasis will be on industrialization and its impact on the 
socio-cultural fabric of the society, the processes of in-land and 
outland migration, the prospects and consequences of urbanization 

and migration. Another focus of the course is to study the religious 
transformations and changing dynamics of gender groups, ethnic groups 
and regional and national politics.

DST 401 Sustainable Development & Livelihood Strategies
The course comprises a study of the linkages among economic, social, 
technical, and environmental issues in achieving a sustainable development 
in the world as well as the problems that the developing societies face in 
achieving sustainable development. The focus will be on the concept of 
poverty and the survey of sources and strategies used by the urban and 
rural populations to earn their livelihood and obstacles therein. Theoretical 
constructs used as tools of analysis by livelihood scholars are discussed in 
detail.

DST 402 Social Development: Issues and Approaches
In this course students are introduced to the concept of social development 
and its components, including education, health, and human resources; the 
study of relationship between education, health and human resources with 
economic and technological development in the world; contending 
approaches to achieve social development; the focus of the course is on 
social development in less developed societies.

DST 403 Civil Society and Development
The course aims at giving students a basic understanding of the concept of 
civil society and development of civil society organizations. The course 
aims at a detailed study of the changing features and roles of 
non-governmental organizations; the state failure and the growing role of 
civil society in the global development processes. The focus of the course 
is to analyze the contending viewpoints about the impact of civil society 
organizations on socio-economic development of society in Less 
Developed Countries (LDCs).

DST 406 Women Empowerment: Issues and Perspectives
The course will examine various issues underlying the phenomenon of 
female disempowerment in developing societies to include lack of 
opportunities of self-actualization, absence of control over economic 
resources, cultural taboos on female mobility etc. The course also looks at 
female activism as a retaliation to this disempowerment regimen and the 
fall out of the same. Role of governmental and non-governmental agencies 
in producing as well as hindering the process of disempowerment are of 
special interest here.

DST 410 Development Project: Planning, Appraisal and Implementation
This course teaches the students in-depth about different components and 
phases of a development project; phases include planning, execution and 

management, case studies of both successful and unsuccessful 
development projects are used as major tools of study in the course.

DST 411 Development Project: Monitoring and Evaluation
This course aims at teaching students how to apply specific techniques 
to evaluate the operation and outcomes of a development project. It 
aims at giving the students a firm grasp over the mechanics of doing 
cost-benefit analysis; acquainting students with various research 
methodologies and techniques used in project assessment to include 
qualitative as well as quantitative methods. It gives students an 
expertise in finding and analyzing project specific social indicators as 
well as experimental and quasi-experimental research design for 
appraisal of development project.

DST 404 Global Development Experiments
This course constitutes a comparative study of development 
experiments in the world; a wide range of case studies showing the 
planning and execution of development programs are discussed. 
Special attention is paid to the study of material conditions and 
responses of Less Developed Countries(LDCs) when dealing with 
adverse conditions created by the development exercise. A 
substantive look at the success and failure of different development 
experiments with emphasis on the developing societies forms the crux 
of the course

DST 405 Globalization and World Development
This course comprises studying the phenomenon of growing 
economies and subsequent technological, social, and cultural 
interactions in the world; the uneven process of globalization and its 
differential impact on development in the world is discussed at length 
and the share of the less developed countries in the dividends of 
globalization is focused upon, the winners and losers in the world; 
trends in equality and inequality around the world are examined in 
detail. Another focus of this course is environmental issues which have 
attracted global attention; these issues include use of environmental 
resources, global warming, the loss of biodiversity, deforestation; the 
sources of environmental degradation; population growth, 
industrialization, life styles, etc; politicization of global environmental 
issues; conflicting positions of rich and poor countries.

DST 337  Governance, Democracy and Development in Countries in 
Transition
This course introduces and analyses a range of concepts and terms 
fundamental to understanding the contested themes of governance, 
democracy and development. It critically assesses the good 
governance agenda being pursued by the international community and 

examines its key elements and issues such as democratic governance, global 
governance, transparency, accountability, civil society and free market 
economy. It further delves into democracy as a leading paradigm for broad 
distribution of power and enfranchisement through its focus on 
representative rule and developing strong political institutions. The 
evolution of democracy, its adoption in varied settings and current trends 
characterizing it are also discussed. Importantly, this course considers 
governance and democracy central to a broad-based socio-economic 
development and seeks to explore the relationship between them. 
Discussion then centers on analyzing the policy prescriptions and initiatives 
lying at the intersection of governance, democracy and development.

DST 407 Community Development
The focus of this course is on principles and concepts of community-based 
development; paradigm shift from top down approach to community based 
development approach; obstacles to communities participation in the 
development process; empowering people through participation in 
development process; development of knowledge and skills of community 
for participation in the decision making process and any consequential 
societal change produced through the community development exercise in 
contemporary societies.

DST 413  Law and Development
In the current globalized era, the human rights discourse has been centre of 
much of the debate. This further led to creating linkages between human 
rights and development policy, which was later introduced under the title of 
right-based approach to development. However, this transition has not been 
a smooth journey. There still are grey areas that need to be explored and 
sought answers for. This course is aimed at appreciating the need to place 
human rights at the centre of any development endeavor. It will take the 
students through developing an understanding on historical perspective of 
human rights, the relevance of human rights to development policy and 
practice, and key theoretical debates and dilemmas in enforcing human 
rights.

DST 338  Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance
This course extensively introduces students to the fundamentals of disaster 
management and humanitarian assistance as well as dwells on the relation 
between conflict and development. It carefully examines the international 
architecture of international humanitarian action and reviews policies and 
laws made by various governmental and intergovernmental institutions. It 
also covers the important role played by global civil society. The course 
imparts an understanding of the nature of natural hazards such as floods, 
droughts and earthquakes and examines a number of response strategies by 
international development agencies, NGOs and national disaster 
management authorities. It also takes into account man-made disasters such 
as armed conflicts, civil wars and internal and external displacement of 

people and aims to develop an understanding of the principles, 
practices and politics of humanitarian assistance. Taking note of both 
natural and man-made disasters, this course explores measures and 
approaches to managing people and projects in emergencies. 
Considering the implications of conflict for development, ways to and 
means for rehabilitation and ensuring local livelihoods are also 
discussed. The impact of conflict on vulnerable groups such as women, 
children and minorities is also assessed and studied.

DST 339  Foundations of Social Policy
The Course examines the nature of social provision in different policy 
fields and for different policy fields and for different groups of people. 
This work is contextualized with reference to different kinds of welfare 
systems in developed countries, changes in role of the state and other 
providers of welfare, and changes in ideas and key concepts the course 
will discuss the concept of social problems and how they are defined. 
How are the policy formulated for various social issues such as 
poverty, education, health, housing and income generation, it will also 
discuss the various concepts in the backdrop of changing roles of the 
state for instance citizenship, social classes, gender roles and 
responsibilities, ethnicities. The course will critically examine the 
changing roles of state, market, family and voluntary sector in the 
mixed economy of welfare and how they are linked to the policy 
formation process.

DST 344 Understanding Religion & Culture in Relation to 
Development
The course will discuss religion & culture as socio-cultural institutions. 
It will see how these institution shape development discourse in 
different regions of the world. It will also explore how different 
development approaches are accepted or repelled by religion and 
culture, hence adding extra cost of development interventions at state 
level. The course will also see how different religious practices are 
reforming across the globe due to the discourse of development.

DST 340  Human Rights and Development: History, Theory and 
Practice
This course will attempt to introduce students with the key issues and 
debates surrounding human rights. It will unpack the history of how 
human rights discourse has emerged and evolved over the years; what 
are the mainstream human rights theories; and how human rights are 
being implemented in practice. The course will discuss ideology and 
impact of human rights movements; national and international human 
rights law and institutions and their application in the international 
arena.

DST 341 Conflict and Peace
This course will explore different types of conflicts at International, Regional, 
and at National levels. The course will also try to explain different 
approaches in peace making, peace building and peace keeping. It will 
overall attempt to demystify the concepts, approaches and major practices 
cross-culturally to understand the relation of conflict and peace.

DST 342 Political Paradigm in Developing Countries 
This course will attempt to make the students aware of different political 
paradigms. It will try to reflect on the basic structure of leadership, 
governance and democracy. The course will also shed light on the basic 
structures of state and global and regional levels. It will also explain both 
formal and informal methods to elect leadership in different parts of the 
world.

DST 343 Health and Development: Perspective, Issues and Practices
This course will try to comprehend different health management systems at 
global levels. This course will orient the students with the concepts of 
health, illness, disease, epidemic and different approaches to control them. 
The course will uniquely offer cross-cultural studies including health 
interventions, health projects and qualitative perspectives on health 
practices. The course will also throw light on how culture and development 
come together for health and development discourse.

DST 345 Contemporary Issues in Child Protection
This course will try to orient the student to different debates revolving 
around child rights and protection. Children in developing nations face a 
variety of serious challenges ranging from malnutrition and poor access to 
education and health facilities to exploitation in the form of child labor. Their 
low status in society can leave them victim to daily violence at home and in 
school as well as to organized trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Specialization Courses

DST 309 International Development
This course looks at various trends in the global trade; the volume and 
nature of global trade; winners and losers in the global trade; implications of 
growing global trade for development process in less developed countries; 
strategies of less developed countries to offset negative impact of the global 
trade under free trade regime.

DST 408 Development Communication
This course focuses on different approaches to development-integrated 
communication. The issues dealt within this course include development & 

international donor agencies, social cultural & historical contexts of 
developmental journalism, diffusion of innovation through mass 
communication tools and media's role as an agent of change.

DST 409 Development Policy: Processes and Institutions
This course is a comparative study of the development policy formulation; 
the processes and institutions involved in making development policy; the 
role of various governmental and non-governmental organizations that 
guide the development policy in society; the prevailing theories about 
planning and decision-making.

DST 414  Migration, Diaspora and Development
Migration can and does occur for different reason and at different stages 
of development. Once it occurs, it can interact in different ways with other 
social processes. This course aims at examining the relationship between 
migration, Diaspora and Development. The particular focus of this course 
will be on the contribution of Diaspora communities in social, cultural and 
political development of Global South. This course will provide an 
interdisciplinary debate based on the theoretical concepts of sociology, 
anthropology, development and migration.

DST 336  Climate Change Politics, Policy and Practices
This course aims to cover a range of concepts and issues central to 
understanding climate change as an environmental and development 
problem and a policy issue. It examines the politics surrounding climate 
change and discusses and assesses the contesting claims made by various 
governmental and non-governmental and local, national and global actors. 
The course also explores the complexity of climate change policy and 
appraises a range of policy proposals centering on risk-reduction, 
mitigation and adaptation, put forward by a range of institutions, agencies 
and social movements. Considering it essentially a development problem, 
a substantial portion of the course is devoted to discussing and analyzing 
a variety of measures, strategies and practices around climate change 
adaptation. The emphasis will be placed on finding and exploring 
responsive, sustainable, participatory and inclusive adaptive measures and 
approaches.

Majors in International Relations (Course Description)

Foundation Courses 
 
IRS 301 Theories of International Relations
The is a study of different theoretical approaches to international relations 

as a discipline. The emphasis will be on realism, neorealism, liberalism, 
nationalism, radical approaches such as Marxism-Leninism, dependency, 
world system, various theories of global political economy, feminist theories 
and theories of human rights.

IRS 307 International Relations Since 1945
This course covers the historical developments in International Relations 
since the end of World War II. It will discuss the nature of the post-war 
international system, rise of bipolar world, division of Europe among the two 
power blocks, origins of the cold war and the major crises- Berlin wall crisis, 
Korean war, Soviet intervention in Hungary, Suez Crisis, India-China war and 
Cuban Missile Crisis. It will also discuss the arms race between the United 
States and the former Soviet Union, period of peaceful coexistence 
characterized by detente and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan in 1979 
triggering another phase of the Cold war. It will also discuss the disintegration 
of the former Soviet Union, nature of the post-cold war order, the event of 
9/11 and the American invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

IRS 308 International Organizations
The course would examine the rise and evolution of international 
organizations in the world; the rise of international organization as a 
permanent feature of international politics; different theories about the rise 
of international organizations, function and competence of international 
organization; structure, organization, administration and aims of international 
organizations; their changing role in the world; their impact on national and 
international economic and political process.

IRS 309 International Law
Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and scope of political 
science as well as different theoretical approaches to the study of political 
science; the discussion of the state, different branches of government and 
their functions, political institutions such as political parties, interest groups 
various political regimes, and political ideologies will be looked into.

IRS 403 Theories of Globalization
Students are introduced to the phenomenon of globalization and its various 
components; the flow of people, money, goods and ideas across national 
boundaries; contending theories about globalization; the impact of 
globalization on the developed and developing societies; local and national 
responses to globalization.

IRS 302 Foreign Policy of Pakistan
The course comprises a study of evolution of Pakistan's foreign policy; 
determinants and instruments of foreign policy; the decision making process; 

different phases of foreign policy of Pakistan; the cold war period, 
relations with the major powers and the Muslim world in the cold and 
post-cold war period.

IRS 303 Global Political Economy
The focus in this course is on the phenomenon of globalization; the 
economic linkages in the world; explanation of the rise of global market 
place; the nation-state in the global political economy as well as the 
politics of economic relations in the world.

IRS 314  Diplomacy
Diplomacy is an important means by which sates execute policies. It is 
largely designed to enable states to secure the objective of their foreign 
policies by interacting with the other states preferably without a resort 
to force in war. The main purpose of this course is to acquaint the 
students not only about the linkage between foreign policy and 
diplomacy of a country but also to teach them about the means and 
methods of achieving the aims and objectives of foreign policy through 
various kinds of diplomacy. In addition, important matters related to 
diplomacy will be covered in the course in its theoretical and applied 
dimensions.

Elective Courses

IRS 313 Foreign Policy Analysis
This course comprises the study of decision-making process; factors 
which shape formulation of foreign policy of big and small countries, 
decision-making models; the application of models to concrete 
situation.

IRS 319 Government and Politics in Pakistan
This course is geared towards analyzing the organization of government; 
relationship between different branches of the government; study of 
constitution making in the post-independence period; experience with 
democracy and dictatorship; relationship between politics on the one 
hand and economic development on the other, social structure, 
ethnicity; culture, and religion are focused upon.

IRS 310 Foreign Policies of Great Powers
The comparative study of foreign relations of major power in the world; 
the nature of their involvement in the world and the impact on 
international political system; their interaction with the smaller 
countries form the crux of this course.

IRS 401 Human Rights and Global Politics
In this course the students would study the concept of human rights; the 
historical and ideological background of human rights; the debate on the 
universality of human rights; cultural relativism; the use of human rights in 
international politics; politicization of human rights in inter-state relations; 
humanitarian interventions to the world, international bodies for human rights 
protection.

IRS 402 Global Environmental Politics
In this course a description, discussion and analysis of global political economy 
of resources; viewpoints and policies of different countries on global commons, 
politics of managing global environment; environment and development 
policies of the northern and southern countries; the rise of international 
environmental regimes; environmental security will be done.

IRS 409 Strategic Studies
This course introduces the strategic approaches to the field. It traces the 
evolution of strategic thoughts in historical perspective and discusses war, 
revolution in military technology and changing patterns of war in contemporary 
times. It also discusses strategy in the nuclear age especially deterrence both 
globally as well as regionally with special reference to South Asia.

IRS 410 Conflict & Conflict Resolution
The study of contending explanations of international conflict in the world; 
processes of conflict and violence at the national and international level; and 
processes and strategies to resolve international conflict comprise the major 
areas to be discussed in class. The class will be run on case study method.

IRS 417 Arms Control & Disarmament
The basic objective of this course is to familiarize the student of the 
inter-linkage of foreign and security policies which culminates into war and 
peace between the states. The study examines the steps that have been taken 
to control the nuclear and conventional weapons to achieve peace and security 
round the globe. It also focuses on the problems of verification, transparency 
and on-site inspection. Attempts to limit or proscribe the possession and use of 
certain weapons in international conflicts have been of interest to students 
engaged in strategic studies, international relations and peace and conflict 
resolution. This course therefore addresses the political, strategic and 
humanitarian factors associated with arms control and disarmament. It also 
considers many of the political concepts associated with arms control and 
disarmament, such as the 'security dilemma', deterrence, confidence-building 
measures, common and cooperative security

IRS 323 Comparative Political Systems
The course comprises a comparative study of selected political systems in the 

world; principles of the organization of political systems; relationship 
between different branches of the government; power sharing; 
relationship between the state and society; comparison between 
political institutions and political party system will be looked at in detail.

IRS 311 American Foreign Policy
This course describes and analyzes the American foreign relations in the 
post war period. Students are introduced to sources, objectives and 
instruments of American foreign policy; origin of the cold war between 
the US & the USSR, changing American role in the world, the end of the 
cold war and the American anti-terror war in the post cold war period.

IRS 404 Issues in North-South Relations
This would comprise studying relations between rich and poor countries 
in the world. Special emphasis will be on the rise of international 
capitalist system, aid, loan, investment, trade, international regimes, 
debt crisis, structural adjustment program, poverty, human rights, 
gender, terrorism, and development.

IRS 408 International Terrorism
The course is geared towards studying international terrorism through 
an interdisciplinary approach; different explanations of the recent 
phenomenon of international terrorism; anti-terror strategies being 
followed by various nation states across the world, success and failures 
of these strategies; consequences of American anti-terror war in the 
post-9/11 period constitute the course content.

IRS 315 Politics of Developing Nations
The focus of the course is to study the political dynamics of the 
developing nations; the main focus will be on political regimes, political 
parties, political behavior, the role of the state in development 
processes, debt crisis, and political and economic implications of debt 
crisis, development strategies, political alliances, good governance and 
politicization of ethnicity.

IRS 411 Religion and Politics
The focus will be on the interplay between religion and politics; 
comparative study of the relationship between religion and the state in 
the world; the special emphasis on the impact of religion on political 
processes and socio-economic developments in the Muslim countries; 
national and international responses.

IRS 412 Theories of Nationalism
This course covers an introduction to the theories of nationalism. It 

begins with the overview of the rise of nationalism in historical perspective 
from the French Revolution (1789) to its spread through Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. It discusses the major theories, primordial, instrumental and ethno- 
symbolist. It also discusses the liberal, Marxist and Islamic perspectives with 
regard to nationalism and critical theories of nationalism with special focus on 
feminism, social psychology and post modernism.
IRS 413 Democratic Transition: Issues and Debates
The analysis of global experience with democracy; various theories about the 
rise and fall of democratic regime; different stages in democratic transition; the 
role of different actors in democratic transition; modes of transition; 
difficulties in democratic transition; the consolidation process; the recent 
democratic transitions in the world in the 1980s and 1990s.

IRS 321 Politics of Development
This is a course that studies how political forces shape development processes 
in society; general economic development issues; the development strategies; 
the role of the state and political regime; the interplay between domestic and 
international factors in the national development processes are focused upon.

IRS 322 International Financial Institutions
The course comprises a discussion and analysis of international financial 
institutions such as World Bank and IMF; looks at principles of lending policies 
of these institutions as well as the role of these institutions in the development 
processes in less-developed countries. The success and failure of development 
strategies advocated by international financial institution as well as reactions 
of the aid recipients of aid are also scrutinized.

IRS 415 Global Governance and Development
The course will focus on international thinking about governance issues and 
their relationship with development in the world; concerns of countries and 
international organizations about global development; their emphasis on good 
governance; the incorporation of good governance practices in the lending 
policies of various world organizations, including the World Bank and IMF.

IRS 416 Politics of Social Welfare
The study of the rise of welfare state; politics of resource distribution in 
welfare societies; the welfare networks in the developing societies; their 
diminishing role; the changing role of the state in welfare in the developing 
countries; domestic and international pressures for and against the 
involvement of the state in social welfare in less-developed societies.

IRS 312 The Muslim World and International Politics
The analysis of the role of the Muslim countries in world politics; unity and 
disunity among the Muslim world; the influence of OIC and Arab League in the 

world; impact of world politics on domestic processes in the Muslim 
countries; Muslim countries responses to international developments 
comprise the focus of this course.

Specialization Courses 

IRS 405 International Politics of South Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the South Asian countries; the 
involvement of external powers in the regional disputes such as 
India-Pakistan wars; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations 
of the regional countries forms the crux of this course

IRS 325 State and Society in South Asia
This is meant to be a comparative study of the state-society relations in 
South Asia; the nature of political regimes, the role of the state in 
development processes, similarities and difference in the nature and 
style of politics in South Asian countries; political parties, nationalism, 
cultural and religious traditions will be focused upon

IRS 406 International Politics of Central Asia
The study of foreign relations of the Central Asian countries in the 
post-communist period; the involvement of external powers; 
competition for energy resources and pipelines; war on terror; the impact 
of domestic factors such as ruling elites, cultural and religious traditions, 
and the impact of the post-communist transition processes on foreign 
relations of the regional countries form the subject matter of the course.

IRS 320 Government and Politics in Central Asia
This is a course on comparative study of the post-communist Central 
Asian republics; It discusses the politics of the post-communist economic 
and political transitions; political process; the state- society relations, the 
nature of political regimes, the response of the state to the problems of 
independence and post-communist transition, cultural and religious 
traditions.

IRS 407 International Politics of Southeast Asia
The examination of foreign relations of the Southeast Asian countries; 
the involvement of external powers; the rise of regional economic blocs; 
the growing role of Southeast Asian countries in global political 
economy; the impact of domestic factors on foreign relations of the 
regional countries constitute the course content.

IRS 326 American Government & Politics

This course looks into the structure and process of American government and 
politics. It goes beyond simple narrative of the rules by which political 
institutions functions, examining how American political ideas developed as 
part of a liberal constitutional tradition. Secondly, it contemplates the ways 
citizens persuade or transform their governments, with a focus on interest 
groups, political parties, elections, social movements and other relevant means. 
Finally, it explores the inner workings of American political institutions; 
processes and synthesis.

IRS 327 Politics in European Union
It emphasizes on the historical development of political systems in nineteenth 
century Europe. Looking into events such- as Nazism, the post-war party 
system, transitions to democracy and end of cold-war. After the observation of 
historical evolution of European political system, the course will assess the 
contemporary European political trends and their effects. Finally, it will 
examine the European international relations (especially with previous 
colonies).

IRS 328 Government & Politics in the Middle East
The objective of this course is to introduce students to the domestic politics of 
the Middle East. The course begins with an introduction, followed by a study of 
some crucial issues at the regional level. The course will then move on to 
examining government and politics of individual countries, focusing on Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. The Palestine movement, the developments in 
Saudi Arabia and Iranian politics will also be studied.

Majors in Anthropology (Course Descriptions)

ANT 102 Anthropological Theories
This course introduces students to some of the major social theories and 
debates that inspire and inform anthropological analysis. The course will 
investigate a range of theoretical propositions concerning such topics as 
agency, structure, subjectivity, history, social change, power, culture, and the 
politics of representation. Ultimately, all theories can be read as statements 
about human beings and the worlds they create and inhabit. We will approach 
each theoretical perspective or proposition on three levels: (1) in terms of its 
analytical or explanatory power for understanding human behavior and the 
social world; (2) in the context of the social and historical circumstances in 
which they were produced; and (3) as contributions to ongoing dialogues and 
debate

ANT 103 Ethnographic Research Methods 
this course focuses on the fundamentals of research design in anthropological 
research. Particular attention will be paid to the relationship between how a 
study is designed and the valid assessment of study results and conclusions. 

The linkages between theory, empirical statements or research questions, 
study objectives, study design, data collection methods (both qualitative 
and quantitative), data analysis (both qualitative and quantitative) and 
interpretation, inferences concerning empirical statements or research 
questions, and finally, drawing conclusions will be emphasized

ANT 104 Kinship and Social Organization 
This course introduces a working knowledge on concepts, theories and 
examples of how societies are organized and institutions are dynamically 
constructed. Students will learn about the building blocks of society: 
groups, statuses, roles, division of labor, and rank. It also discovers how 
our behavior is governed by culturally defined social roles and how these 
influence our standing in society.

ANT 105 Physical Anthropology
Physical anthropology (also called biological or evolutionary 
anthropology) is the study of the behavior, ecology, and evolution of 
primates, including humans. As a scientific academic discipline, research 
in physical anthropology is (1) empirical and (2) grounded in the scientific 
method. This course is intended to provide an introduction to the field of 
physical anthropology and an overview of its sub-disciplines.

ANT 106 Archeological Anthropology
The main objective of this course is to provide students with a solid 
understanding of how, when, where and why human culture evolved 
from the ape-like behavior of our earliest ancestors to the establishment 
and global spread of modern human behavior during the Late 
Pleistocene. I argue that students cannot understand the diversity of 
modern human cultural behavior without knowing how this diversity 
developed over time and space. In order to accomplish this, we will be 
considering such key questions as: What Makes Us “Human” (modern 
Homo sapiens)? What is meant by “modern human cultural behavior”? 
Why, how, when and where did modern human culture evolve from our 
hominine ancestors?

ANT 107 Linguistics Anthropology
This course offers an introduction to linguistic anthropology, the study of 
language use in comparative social and cultural contexts. In addition to 
studying linguistic diversity within and across cultural contexts, we will 
focus on the intersections between language and such social categories 
as “race”, “class”, “ethnicity”, “gender”, and “nationality”. We will see that 
ways of using and evaluating speech and writing do not only reflect social 
relations but also produce them. For example, judgments about “white” 
versus “black” speech, English versus Spanish, “standard” versus 
“improper speech” can all affect social relationships and professional 
opportunities.

ANT 108 Social and Cultural Change 
Changes and inequality affect all the institutions in which we live - education, 
health-care, the family, work, religion and government. This course introduces 
you to a anthropological understanding of change and inequality in 
socio-cultural settings. It questions the specific social, cultural and historical 
conditions that shape social institutions and values to identify how things 
might be otherwise and how we might contribute to changing things for the 
better.

ANT 109 Ethnology of Pakistan
In our daily life we live our culture. The way we talk, the things we do, the 
expectations to which we would like to come up, the things which we think we 
should be doing, the way we perceive how people belonging to other cultures 
live, all this is culture. The course intends to look at all such aspects of our daily 
life so that we may discuss them scientifically.

ANT 110 Applied Anthropology
The term Applied Anthropology emphasizes the practical application of 
anthropology’s theories and methods to the needs of communities, 
organizations and institutions to solve real life problems. This course explores 
applied anthropology as the fifth subfield of anthropology, but also as an 
aspiration, necessity and reality for most contemporary anthropologists. It aims 
to introduce students to key concepts in anthropology (e.g., culture, relativism, 
comparative methodology, ethnocentricity, basic and applied research, four 
fields, development, etc.) and to allow them to utilize anthropological data 
gathering methods (eg. Participant observation, field notes, ethnographic 
interviews and surveys) and reporting methods (posters, class presentations, 
reports).

Major Courses:

ANT 201 Economic Anthropology
This course explores the social and cultural dimensions of production, 
exchange, saving, borrowing and consumption. We hear every day about “the 
economy,” an identifiably separate sphere of human life with its own rules and 
principles and its own scholarly discipline (economics). This class starts from 
the premise that this “common sense” idea of the economy is only one way to 
view the way people meet their basic and not-so-basic human needs.

ANT 202 Anthropology of Beliefs and Rituals
Religion, ritual and magic have performed a vital role in the development and 
structure of societies all over the world and throughout human history. Why 
has the supernatural been so important to us, and how has it been embedded 
in, and expressed by, different cultures across time and space? To what extent 

are we still influenced by the spiritual realm in all of its various 
manifestations?

ANT 203 Medical Anthropology
This course introduces anthropological perspectives on health, illness, 
the body and medicine, and explores the interactions between biology, 
society and culture. It aims to present a contextual and comparative 
approach in which cultural and social dimensions of health-related 
issues are emphasized and placed within broader political and historical 
processes; Health, the body, illness and treatment in social and cultural 
perspectives, including different medical traditions, critical approaches 
to power and the political economy of health covering inequity in 
health and healing and the globalization of biomedical technologies and 
localized biomedical practices.

ANT 204 Environmental anthropology
This course focuses on important human ecological relationships, 
through examining ecological principals and thinking (and their 
limitations), and the interrelationships of environments with cultures 
and ways of life. The course emphasizes both analyses framed in terms 
of Western understandings of environmental parameters, and local 
understandings of environment and environmental relations.

ANT 205 Political Anthropology
This course will introduce students to the development of 
anthropological studies of the politics, political system and 
organization. Beginning with stateless societies and moving on to the 
modern state systems, this will examine anthropological theories of 
political organization through historical and modern case studies from 
around the world.

ANT 206 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment 
and landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in 
urban settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, 
including non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and 
marginal groups in urban society. The course is broken into three 
primary segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and 
early industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 207 Anthropology of Globalization
This course will examine the megatrend of globalization within the context of 
“greening the global economy.” Globalization is the acceleration of 
economically-driven financial, political and socio-cultural relationships 
among nations. Utilizing the inter-disciplinary approach of the 
anthropological perspective, this course will analyze the causes and effects of 
globalization, including the main controversies (economic, environmental and 
equity) surrounding the process of globalization. This course will also 
examine the uneven process of globalization and its effects in terms of 
cross-national intensity, geographical scope, economic implications and 
environmental impact within the context of the anthropological perspective 
(i.e., cross-cultural, inter-disciplinary, case studies, cultural relativism and 
systems approach).

ANT 208 Epistemology of Ethnographic Research
This course addresses the basic considerations and methods employed in 
fieldwork. The course has three objectives: (1) Training in the basic 
techniques of data collection – among them interviewing, behavior 
observation, genealogy and social organization – and evaluating the 
strengths and weaknesses of each technique; (2) Analysis of the important 
debates surrounding ethnography, including ethics, gender, and politics; and 
(3) Writing ethnography and representing culture.

ANT 209 Anthropology of development
This course will approach the field of international development from 
anthropological perspectives. This will explore key concepts and arguments 
in both ‘development anthropology’ and the ‘anthropology of development’, 
and a broad range of issues related to social change and development. This 
will also examine both intended and prescribed development initiatives 
undertaken by governments, national, transnational actors and NGOs, and 
the more subtle changes and developments that occur independent of 
specific intentions.

Elective Courses

ANT 301 Visual Anthropology
The course maps the growing field of visual anthropology focusing on 
theoretical and practical aspects related to photography and film in social 
research. It exposes the different ways in which cultures can be represented 
visually and the cultural interpretations of visual representations.

ANT 302 Ethnomusicology
Ethnomusicology is the study of music’s relationships to the social and 
cultural contexts in which it occurs, seeking to understand what music is, and 
the role it plays in human interactions and experiences.

ANT 303 Public Health
This course provides a basic introduction to public health concepts and 
practice by examining the philosophy, purpose, history, organization, 
functions, tools, activities, and the results of public health practice at 
the national, state, and local levels.

ANT 304 Ethnomedicine
This course explores medical systems in different cultural contexts. The 
course focuses on analysis and investigation of ethnomedical systems 
such as shamanism, healing systems in different oral cultures, 
alternative and complementary medical systems (with particular 
emphasis to Chinese medicine and Ayurveda). The course also 
introduces the students to medical pluralism, ethnopsychiatry, and 
ethnobotany.

ANT 305 Anthropology of Science and Technology
This course offers an introduction to the anthropological study of 
science and technology. What are the social and cultural contexts of 
science and technology, and how do they matter to the kinds of 
knowledge and objects that people make; is the focus of this course.

ANT 306 Anthropology of Cyberspace
This course looks at cyberspace as a human society and utilizes 
anthropological perspectives to achieve a critical, analytical, and 
reflexive understanding of the internet and its relations to the real 
world. It introduces students to anthropological methods and ethical 
considerations in understanding the virtual life of the inhabitants of 
cyberspace.

ANT 307 Legal Anthropology
Legal anthropology involves the examination of conflicts between 
culture and human rights. The course examines the relationship of 
these two controversial concepts. This course examines the central 
features of law as a social institution and as a feature of popular culture. 
We will explore the nature of law as a set of social systems, central 
actors in the systems, legal reasoning, and the relationship of the legal 
form and reasoning to social change. The course emphasizes the 
relationship between the internal logic of legal devices and economic, 
political and social processes. 

ANT 308 Anthropology of Public Policy
Cultural assumptions help determine debates about public policy, as 
well as what is not even considered a subject for debate. This course 
focuses on the way past and current cultural assumptions have shaped 
policies in the United States and other nations about the environment, 

abortion, welfare, immigration and other issues.

ANT 309 Migration and Diasporas
This course examines the social and cultural dimensions of migration and the 
transnational flows of people and ideas from an anthropological and 
interdisciplinary perspective. The course focuses the broader anthropological 
spirit of understanding the conjunctions of cultural meaning and social 
change to study diaspora and transnationalism. This course pays attention to 
how conceptual categories such as transnationalism and diaspora are distinct 
(or not) from each other. It will also focus on some of the major themes that 
have emerged in the fields of Migration Studies and Diaspora Studies.

ANT 310 Corporate Anthropology
The course focuses on assessing students' skills, providing training in a variety 
of research methods, and preparing them for a career as a business 
anthropologist. The course aim at applying anthropological theories and 
practices to the needs of private sector organizations, especially industrial 
firms.

ANT 311 Anthropology of Food
Food is of wide-ranging anthropological interest because, in eating, humans 
incorporate into our very bodies the products of nature transformed into 
culture. This course explores connections between what we eat and who we 
are through cross-cultural study of how personal identities and social groups 
are formed via food production, preparation, and consumption. Readings are 
organized around critical discussion of what makes "good" food good (e.g., 
tasty, healthy, authentic, ethical, etc.). A primary goal of the course is to 
provide students with theoretical and empirical tools to understand and 
evaluate food systems at local and global levels.

ANT 312 Political Ecology
Political Ecology has been a powerful strategy for reinserting politics into 
apolitical discussions of ecology and the environment; writing disposed 
groups—human and non-human—back into discussions about conservation; 
and unsettling common sense understandings of “the environment” as 
separate from “the social.” This course will provide an introduction to core 
tenets of political ecology. Particularly focusing on ethnographic approaches, 
this course will introduce students to key debates in the field—such as the 
relationship between environment and violence, the critique of Malthusian 
and neo-Malthusian notions of scarcity and limits, the links between 
conservation and dispossession, and more. It will further explore the uses of 
political ecology in key contemporary debates over social and environmental 
change—from food production to water management.

ANT 313 Anthropology of Anthropocene
This course considers the definition of the human in terms of the politics 
of climate change and discussions about the notion of the 
Anthropocene. This course addresses questions such as: How do 
scientists and humanists engage with policy and scholarship about 
climate change? The course focuses the understandings of geological 
time and the stories rocks tell, might inform thinking in the humanities 
about climate change.
ANT 314 Disasters and Displacements
This course will enhance students’ understanding of the global dynamics 
of displacement: intra/inter-state conflicts; natural disasters; climate 
change (water scarcity; resource competition); and, ‘development’ 
initiatives (e.g., large-scale infrastructure projects). It will examine forced 
displacement from the perspective of human rights law and 
humanitarian law and will address the challenges facing humanitarian 
workers.

ANT 315 Urban Anthropology
Urban Anthropology focuses on diverse questions related to urbanism 
and urban life through time, notably tied to space, built environment and 
landscape, and the practices and experiences of real people in urban 
settings. It explores variation between forms of urbanism, including 
non-Western forms, and between elite, middle class, and marginal 
groups in urban society. The course is broken into three primary 
segments: (1) pre-modern and non-Western urbanism and early 
industrial urbanism in historical context; (2) urban landscapes and 
impacts across globe over 20th century, including early approaches to 
urban society and culture; (3) turn of the 21st century urban 
ethnography.

ANT 316 Anthropology of South Asia
This course is an anthropological exploration of social life in South Asia. 
The subject covers the interrelated themes of: families and persons, 
gender and performance, religion, distinction/caste/class, nationalism, 
and globalization through ethnographic and historical cases from India, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal.

ANT 317 Anthropology of Education and Learning
This course explores how the insights and concepts gained through the 
discipline of social anthropology, including the ethnographic 
methodology that underlies it, can add to our understandings of 
educational theory and practice. At the same time it also aims to show 
how a detailed examination of teaching and learning processes in 
different cultural contexts might add to knowledge about the 
relationship between personhood, learning and culture. The course will 
pay attention to classic categories such as 'gender', 'class', 'race', 'kinship', 

'religion' and 'nation', at the same time as acknowledging the complex 
intersectionality of these with respect to contemporary human experiences 
of migration. 

ANT 318 Psychological Anthropology
This course examines the interrelationship of individual personality and the 
cultural context. The course includes cross-cultural comparison of emotions, 
motivation, cognition, imagination, and perception. Personal adjustment, 
mental illness, states of consciousness, and the nature of mind are all 
explored from the holistic perspective of anthropology. One focus will be 
cultural differences in the experience of dreams, and how beliefs about their 
significance shape how they are remembered and used in forming individual 
beliefs and cultural ideals.

ANT 319 Sociolinguistics
The course aims to enable students to analyse the intricate links between 
language and society by providing students with the knowledge of 
sociolinguistic theory, research methods, main concepts and terminology 
along with developing the relevant application skills.

ANT 320 Asian Civilizations
A course on the history and culture of the different peoples in Asia and their 
contribution to the development of civilization in the world.  This course 
gives students the basic knowledge of the great eastern civilizations as well 
as the emergence of new dynamics in the region brought about by the 
independence of the countries in the Asian part of the former Soviet Union 
and the fast development of economies in the region.  

ANT 321 Museum Anthropology
The course will focus on the history, purpose, and current topics of museums 
that feature human subjects and cultural materials. The term “cultural 
materials” is interpreted broadly to include the visual arts as well as history 
and anthropology. Topics covered will include the care of cultural collections 
and their documentation, the research and education functions of 
anthropological collections, the conceptualization, design, funding, 
fabrication, and evaluation of exhibits based on anthropological collections, 
the ethics of collecting and exhibiting cultural materials, and the application 
of anthropological knowledge to effective museum presentations.

ANT 322 Forensic Anthropology
Forensic anthropology involves using a variety of methods and theories 
about human biology to answer medical and legal questions. Individuals who 
work as forensic anthropologists collaborate closely with police officers, 
lawyers, doctors, medical examiners, and other specialists to identify dead 
bodies and skeletonized individuals, often in the context of homicides. This 

course provides an introduction to the practice of forensic 
anthropology. 

ANT 323 Anthropology of Islam
This course provides a good insight in the anthropological debates on 
the study of Islam, familiarizes with one or several Islamic concepts and 
their imbrication in the everyday lives of Muslims. The course gives an 
understanding of the cultural variety of the Muslim world and how each 
context addresses or engages with some of the themes raised in class 
differently and addresses the postcolonial conflicts in (and outside of) 
the Muslim world.�

ANT 324 Gender and Society
The Anthropology of Gender focuses on the cultural and social 
construction of gender and gender ideologies, the fluidity of gender 
categories, and the performative aspects of gender.

ANT 325 Anthropology of Peace and Conflict
The course looks at the anthropological and cross-cultural literature on 
peace and conflict, including the debate over human nature and innate 
tendencies toward aggression and violence, critical discussions on a 
wide range of theories drawing on political anthropology, the state, 
globalization, ethnicity and identity for analyzing conflict, looking 
especially at the role of culture, religion and indigenous forms of dispute 
management.

ANT 326 Myths and Folklore
This course develops a cross-cultural perspective on myths, mythologies 
and folklore from around the world. It explores different theories of the 
cultural meanings and functions of myth, past and present. The course 
also introduces various ways of interpreting and experiencing myth and 
folklore as texts with oral origins.

ANT 327 Ethnicity, Nationality and Identity
This course explores the concepts of identity, ethnicity and nationalism 
from a comparative perspective. Drawing upon theories from political 
science, anthropology, sociology and economics, it examines how 
identity is defined and how societies use these constructions for, among 
other things, nation-building, welfare distribution and economic 
development.
 

ANT 328 Anthropology of Art
Art and material culture – things that we make, use, discard, admire, hate and 
struggle to understand – have long been topics of anthropological scrutiny. 
This course provides survey on anthropological theories of art and material 
culture with a global cross-cultural focus. It also examines numerous 
disciplinary approaches—functional, symbolic/semiotic/structuralist, 
aesthetic, economic, historical, and political—to the study of objects.

34

Bachelor of Humanities & Social Sciences
Department of BS ENGLISH (Literature & Linguistics)

Classical Poetry (14-18 century)
To focus on a genre-specific historical development
To perceive Poetry as refined commentary on the aesthetic 
concernsof its time
To develop keen awareness of poetic language and tone

Sociolinguistics
Understand the basic concepts and issues of 
sociolinguistics.
Learn the functions of language and it’s variation in the 
society. 
Learn the Sense Relations/ Lexical Relations (Hyponymy; 
Synonymy; Antonym,  Homonymy and Polysemy) 
Syntactic Semantics (Contradiction, Ambiguity, Semantic 
anomaly, Entailment, Presupposition) 

Novel (18-19 Century)
The Aim of this course is to enable the students to have a 
complete view of 18th to 19th century Novel which is rich 
in diversity, creativity and popular appeal.
To focus on the relationship between literature and 
contemporary life.

Pedagogical Grammar
Introduce the students to some basic concepts of English 
grammar.
Understand, analyze and enhance student’s own 
grammatical competence.
Learn to teach Grammar in Context

Research Methodology
Introduce students to the range of research methods 
available to English language

Develop interesting and important research questions
Analyze and evaluate the quality of own and other scholars’ 
research.
Literary Criticism & Theory
To familiarize students with texts that deal with theories 
about criticism where they would encounter philosophical 
and critical thoughts on selected topics. 
This course in line with the topics taken up in literary 
movements would prepare the students for critical and 
analytical analysis of texts and help them in their research 
work.

Discourse Analysis
Gain an advanced and sophisticated understanding of the 
concept of ‘context’. 
Draws students to the investigation of socially-situated 
texts and talk
Gain knowledge and understanding of the (symbolic) 
function of language in social life, and the role that language 
plays in the construction and shaping of social relationships

Classics in Drama
The course will present some classic plays which have 
influenced the development of English drama. It will 
represent various forms for example tragedy and comedy 
and their variations. 
The course is designed to impart, discuss, evaluate, and 
above all enjoy the spirit of classics in drama. 
Thesocio-cultural aspects of society reflected in the drama 
of the selected ages will also be highlighted.  Students will 
be able to apply their knowledge of theelements of drama to 
their critical reading.

Psycholinguistics
Develop in the students an awareness and understanding of 
different variables that interact with and upon the teaching 
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and learning of language.
Understand The connection between Psycholinguistics 
&Neurolinguistics
Read and analyze affective and personality factors, Cognitive 
styles and motivation

Romantic Poetry (19-20 Century)
The period of romantic aesthetics covered under this course 
starts from 1789 with the advent of Blake’s work. This is the 
romantic revival period
in which Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Shelley, Byron, Keats, 
Lamb etc establish its immense poetic and prosaic richness.
The aim is to develop in the student and awareness of the 
second wave of the Romantics and to enable them to 
distinguish between the poets of the agekeeping in mind the 
similarities that group them together.
Also, will equip the student with wide range of comparative 
approach between different periods of history.

Lexical Studies
Learn the basic concepts related to lexicology and lexicography. 
Enrich vocabulary 
Take issues of word-structure critically and conduct practical 
thinking 
Analyze native languages like Urdu
Develop the process of compiling and editing dictionaries.

Contemporary Literature (1)
The aim of this part of the course in literature is to give reader 
an opportunity to read representative works of 20th century 
writers including poets, dramatists and novelists.
 It would enhance their understanding of the emerging trends in 
20th century literature and prepare them for full length study of 
the genres

Stylistics
Critically discuss concepts of style and different stylistic 
approaches
 Identify and discuss stylistic devices and their possible 
effects in various kinds of texts
Analyze texts from a stylistic point of view
 Critically review and give constructive criticism on the 
work of others
Study the features of distinctive varieties of language
 Uncover the layers, patterns and levels that constitute 
stylistic description.

South Asian Literature
The aim of the course is to familiarize the students with 
the facility that South Asian Writers have with the 
English Language and the regional flavor that they lend 
to it. 
It will help generate a debate on the context of a work of 
literature through representation of the region by its 
people.

Language Learning Theories
To introduce the basic theories of language to enhance 
students’ understanding of Linguistics. · 
To develop a thorough understanding of the 
philosophical and theoretical frameworks, the 
knowledge of which is essential for linguistic analysis. · 
To focus on broader issues such as needs and 
motivation, module design and appropriate pedagogy. 
· To reflect on theory on relation to practice
American Literature/Canadian Literature
The course focuses on connecting the diverse Western 
movements such as Realism, Naturalism, Romanticism, 
Transcendentalism, Modernism, etc. as they influence 
multiple trends in American literary heritage and 
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nationalism. 
The course will highlight these emerging trends as they 
culminate into the opening of democratic vistas along with 
repercussions of industrial and scientific expansion.
Race gender and class equations reinterpret the central 
meaning of America and of the changing social and 
economic values. Basically there may be several ways to 
access American Literature, but whether we follow simple 
chronology or connect through themes and genres, the 
final objective of this course is to look for the sense of 
democratic diversity amid the constitutional unity of the 
US. 
This part of the course surveys the origins of American 
literary movements with reference to the representative 
writers chosen. It sets some direction to the study of 
specific trends in the American Novel.
It stresses the diversity and uniqueness of the American 
character and experience, and its foundational voices of 
self-acclaimed Puritan holiness along with the 
revolutionary expansions of the so called patriots.
It also highlights various phases of the American 
Renaissance, Romantic awareness and Transcendentalism, 
the Civil War etc.
Syllabus design & Testing
Learn and evaluate approaches to syllabus design, 
including their theoretical base, in relation to the broader 
curriculum.
Assess the influence of major theories of second language 
acquisition on the design of major types of syllabuses.
Develop the principles and process of evaluating and 
designing a language syllabus.
 Synthesize appropriate assessment strategies for testing 
the four skills (LSRW)

Translational Theory & Literary Studies
This course is aimed at familiarizing the students with 
fundamental concepts of translation procedure. 

The students will be provided with basic information about 
different techniques and methods of translation.
Students, thus, will be able to understand the complexities 
of translation from one language to the other in this case 
from English to Urdu and from Urdu to English through 
studying translated literary works from round the world, 
some classics in World Literature, but more from the regions 
they belong.
This way they will be able to identify elements of universal 
literary merits and critically compare some of great works in 
translation.

TEFEL-1
To enable the students to:
Demonstrate a general understanding of, and familiarity 
with the world of teaching English as a Foreign Language 
including general terminology, the profession’s 
qualifications, further training options and career 
opportunities.
Demonstrate a good grasp and a basic understanding of the 
communicative approach to teach English as a Foreign 
Language. 
Write objectives and appropriate lesson plans.

Contemporary Literature (2)
The aim of this part of the course in literature is to give 
reader an opportunity to read representative works of 20th 
century writers including poets, dramatists and novelists.
 It would enhance their understanding of the emerging 
trends in 20th century literature and prepare them for full 
length study of the genres
TEFEL-2
To enable the students to:
Demonstrate a general understanding of, and familiarity 
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with the world of teaching English as a Foreign Language 
including general terminology, the profession’s qualifications, 
further training options and career opportunities.

Post Colonial Literature
After completing this course, students will be able to:
• discuss, and analyze colonial and postcolonial texts
• Know how race, class, gender, history, and identity are 
presented and problematized in the literary texts
Have an understanding of the relationship between Great 
Britain (and implicitly the West) and nations that were once 
colonised

Pragmatics
Know how people perform, interpret, and respond to language 
functions in a social context.
Acquire basic theoretical competences in pragmatics and basic 
skills related to pragmatic research.
Read pragmatic studies and set up pragmatic research

Literary Discourse & Journalistic Writing
The course offers a rigorous test to improve the nonfiction 
writing abilities of students seriously considering a career in 
journalism.
By reading award winning authors; reporting and writing 
nonfiction pieces and critiquing each other’s work, students will 
gain expertise in writing for journalistic purposes. 
In depth, this course will teach students to write reports and 
feature stories. 49 
They will learn to gather and organize material, develop feature 
and editorial writing techniques. Reading from the selected 
literary texts and then assigned writing drills virtually every 
class on topics like accidents, crime, government, and courts, 
etc. will be part of the practice. 
This practice shall then be combined with writing features, 

profiles, and the art of narrative story telling.
Introduction to Applied Linguistics
The students will be able to develop
To familiarize students with the most common concepts 
and terminologies in applied linguistics for example; 
phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, discourse 
and pragmatics. · 
To introduce the basic concepts of language which have 
immediate relation to students’ ordinary as well as 
academic life. · 
To develop critical reading and writing skills to be able to 
understand and evaluate research articles published in 
major journals; ·
To examine summaries and literature reviews within the 
field of applied linguistics


